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!In 1995 intenelvs inland monitoring of Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus

s marmoratus) usage was conducted in the Snow River and Primrose Valleys as

inventory work for the propsed Primrose/Snow River Timbaer Sale. The majority

B or birds detected were most likely Marbled Murrelets as the survey areas were

at lower elevations (1350 ft and below) and in or near spruce or hemlock
stande. Kittlitz’s murrelets {Brachyramphus brevirostrls) are known to nest in

alpine areas (Hamer and Nelson, 19956).

Survays were conducted in blocke 1 and 2 of.the Snow River sale and blocks 1
through 4 of the Primrosa sale. The survey objactive was to detsrmine murrelet
prasence in the proposed gale area. Survey points in tha Snow River sale were
located along the Victor Creek Trail and along the railroad right of way.
Survey polnts in the Primrose sale were located in muskegs or near laka edges

provide observera a clear field of view.

Surveys were conducted using the Murrelet Intensive Inventory (Dawn Watch} Form
Guidelines for Alaska (Naalund et al. 1991, Paton et al. 1990). All dawn
watches began an hour and a half before official sunrise and continued until 15
minutes after sunrise or 15 minutes after the last bird was detected.

Twenty-seven points were surveyed between July 9th and July 30th with 331
datections resulting in a total of 569 birds. Tabkle 1 summarizes locatiaons,
bahavior of birds, and number of detections for sites surveyed in the proposed
Snow River and Primrose Timber Sales. '

on July 9, 1996 94 detections were made at 3 survey points at Victor Creek.
Site V1 (the powerline croasing on the Victor Creek Trail} was resurveyed on
two other occaslona as a control point and as a training point. High numbers
of detections occured at this location on all 3 occasions. The birds seem to
be concentrating and flying low up the Victor Creek drainage. Birds may be.
circling in this area which could account for high numbers of detections and
{ndicate nesting. The birde also seemed to disparse as they traveled higher -up
the dralnage accounting for a lower number of detections at aite V3 and further
indicating nesting in the area. The Victor Creek drainage would ba an
axcellent area for future tralning and further study Lncluding nest searching.

within or near the proposed unit boundaries. Open locations were desirabla to
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Only 8 detectlons occurred at 9 sitea in the Snow River Valley, howavar all of
these polnts warae at the same elevation (approximately 450 ft ASL). It is
possible that the birds flying up Victor Creek may be coming through Snow River
valley at a higher elevation then the points surveyed, or be flying silently
and diepersed. This would account for the high numhers of detections at Victor
Craek and very low numbers of detectlons in Snow River valley juet south of
thera. Future surveys could include the Ptarmagln Creek drainage to determine
{f gome of the murrelets detected at Victor Creek are flying further north to
this araa, and areas in the Snow River Valley at elevations higher then
previously surveyad. The area above Snow River Valley is steep and there are
few sultable open areas at elevations a few hundred feet above the valley which
would make future aurveys here difficult.

No birds were detacted in the Paradise Lakeas ares, surveyad to determine if
Victor Creek birds were coming from Prince William Sound.

The Primrose (Pl-3) and Long Lake Sites (L1-3) recorded a total of 11
detectione at é sltes, These numbers were consistently lower then the Meridian
(M1-4), Graying (G1l-2), and Ski Lake (K1-2) sites located further south. The 8
sitas in these areas accounted for a total of 166 detections on 8 sampling
occaslona. These sltes were eurveyed as palrs. In each pair the survey point
which was located more westerly and at a higher elevation (a difference of a
few hundrad feet) had a greater number of detectionas. Blrde were detected
cirecling at mitea M1, M3, and G2 indicating poasible nesting in these areas.
Wing sounds and jet sounds were noted at sites M3 and M4 on July 25, 1996. Tha
Meridian and Grayling Lakes area would be an excellent area for further atudy
including nest.searching. ' ' :
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SI1TE | pAtE LEGAL DESCRIPTION | SALE LB{1T KO.| ELEV. FLY OVER{CIRCLE CIRCLE BELOM|twiww WG, DET[NO. BIRDS
YICTOR
CREEK
vi 7/9/96 |T3IN,RIE,SEC 18 ME1/4[SR-BLY, C6 103|850 F1 26 2 2 o 28 53
SEW §-7 KET 102 :
vl 7781796 - 59 1 1 ) &2 108
¥4 TI6/95 16 2 0 0 18 25
ve 749796 |T3M,RIE,SEC %8 ME1/4)SR-BLY HE1 102|800 FT 22 2 0 0 24 9
SEW B-7 HE1 104
V3 7/9/96 |T34,RIE,SEC 8 SWizd [SR-BLY HED 102]1000 F1| 11 3 1 ] 14 30
SEW 8-7
SUBTOTAL 132 10 3 1 14& 267
T
RIVER }
51 7/10/96| T3M,R1E,SEC 19 5£1/4|SR-BL2 NE1 201 500 FT 0 o |° o ] a o
SEW 8-7
Se 7/10/96| 134, R1E, SEC 30 HE1/4)SR-BL2 WEY 201|500 £1 1 0 0 o 1 F4
SEV @-7
$3 7 [2/10/96] T34, R1E, SEC 30 SE3/4[$R-8L2 G 207 |S00 £1 ] ) 0 0 3 5
: SEV B-7 €G 204
st T410/96) 13N, R1E,SEC 29 SW1/4|SR-AL2 CG 205 147s £71 | 0 o 0 1 1
SEW B-7
55 7/10/95 | 13X, R1E,SEC 32 WY /4[5R-BL2 CG 226 1475 FT e ) ¢ o ¢ Y
SEN B-7 i
56 7/10/96{ 730, R1E,SEC 32 NW1/4|SR-BL2 CG 208 475 F1 4] 1] M 1 ] 0 0
' SEW B-7 L6 225
57 7/10/96 13K, R1E,SEC 32 Swis6|SR-BLZ €6 210 |450 f1 2 o o 0 2 4
SEW B-7 ’
58 7/10/96| 121 R1E, SEC & NEV/4 |SR-BL2 €G 210 |450 F1 1 0 0 0 1 2
SEV 8-7
59 T710/96] 12N, R1E,SEC 6 SEV/4 [SR-BLZ €G 210 (450 Fr o 0 0 0 0 o
: SEW 8-7
SUBTGTAL 8 0 Q Q a 14
PARADISE
LAKES
Rl 7730796 13N, R2E,SEC 15 SE1/4 1200 F1 0 0 0 0 0 0
SEV 8-7 o
ke 7/30/96(130,R2E,SEC 12 NEV/4 1350 FT ] ¢ 0 o 0
SEW B-7 - o
SUBTOTAL 0 ] 0 D 0
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Tabla 1. Continued

SITE DATE LEGAL DESCRIPTION | SALE URIT Q.| ELEV. [FLY DVER{CIRCLE [CIRCLE BELOW|wiam|no. pE1|x0. BiRDS
PRINROSE
P1 T/17/56 1138, R, SEC A3, 5u1/4|PR-BLY CC 101 |700 F1 ] o 0 0 0 0
SEW B-7 €6 102 _
P2 T/1T/86{T30,RW, SEC 24, WV1/4|PR-BLY CE 101 |700 FY 4 ! 0 -0 5 7
) SEW B-7 £ 102
P3 TAV1/96 T30, RN, SEC 264, SW1/4 ) PR-BLISBLZ 700 FT 1 0 o 0 1 1
SEW B-7 £6 203
SUBTOTAL 5 1 0 | 3 10
Lowg '
LAKE :
L1 1/28/96 134, R9W, SEC 25,5174 |PR-BLZ €G 203 {1000 FT 2 ] 0 Q 3 3
SEW B-7 G 204 CG 207
L2 T227795(13% R0, SEC 25, SEV/4 |PR-BL2 CG 208 |1100 FT ) 1] 1] o] 1 3
. SEV B-7 €6 209 t6 210 '
3 T/Z3/96| TN RV, SEC 34,SE1/4 |PR-BL3 €6 303 (TS0 F1 ] o o 0 0 o
. SEV 8-7 €C 310 CG 311
SUBTDTAL . 5 () 0 ] 5 6
MERID1AN
LAKE .
Kl T/26/96(T2H R, SEC 1,5E1/4 |PR-BLY CG 304 |90 51 14 1 o 1 16 28
SEW B-7 & CG 305
K2 T/2L/95| 120, AW, SEC 12, WW1/4|PR-BLY €& 218 1950 F1 30 0 1) 0 30 40
SEW B-7 HEY 309 : .
u3 7257961 T2M RV, SEC 12, HE1/4[PR-BLL €6 €19 |7S0 FT 14 3 1] Q 17 7
SEW B8-7 €6 420 _
W TAZ5/96 (120 RIN, SEC V2, SWA/4|PR-BLA CC 422 |1050 fT]  &f 0 s} ] 40 &3
SEW B-7 6 423
SETATAL 58 4 0 1 103 168
GRAYLING .
LAXE
GY 77267961120, RIV, SEC 13, NE1/4 |PR-BLL CG 403 950 F1 4 0 0 ! 4 5
SEW B-7 CG 414
G2 TA26/96|T2H, A1, SEC 13 NV1/4|PR-BL4 CG 412 1000 F1 17 & 0 S 28 57
SEW B-7 G 413 CG 415
SUBTOTAL 21 b 0 S 32 62
SK1 LAKE
K3 T/VB/96 | T34, RN, SEC 13, ME1/4 |PR-BLG CG 408 [1000 fY| 22 0 t0 1 23 n
SEV 8-7 €6 410
K2 7718796 T2, R1W, SEC 34 MEV/4|PR-BLL CG 40Y |750 FY 8 o ] 0 8 n
: SEW B-7
mcmdoq>r_ 30 o 0 1 i 3 %2
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Figura 2. Locations of murrelet dawn watch survey polnts oo the Seward Ranger

plotrict, Alaska during the 1996 season. ,
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